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Music development plan summary: 
Brambleside Primary School 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2024 – 25 

Date this summary was published June 2024 

Date this summary will be reviewed June 2025 

Name of the school music lead Amy Kinley 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

 

Name of local music hub  NMPAT 

Name of other music education organisation(s) (if 
partnership in place)  

 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – 

curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in 

future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers 

and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music 

qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

Brambleside Primary School’s curriculum (including Music) is published for each group on our 

website. We allow access for disabled pupils and support pupils with special educational needs 

(SEND) through quality-first teaching. We also liaise with our SENDCo where needed. A link to 

our long term overview can be found here: https://brambleside.northants.sch.uk/curriculum-

pages/planning  

Music is timetabled for at least one hour per week in each key stage in each half-term of the 

academic year. We follow CUSP Music, which is taught from Years 1 – 6. Each year group has 6 

blocks of 5 weeks teaching.  

Across the year, each year group will focus on developing singing, playing a range of untuned 

and tuned instruments and building their knowledge about music. Pupils will build their 

knowledge and musical skills year on year, becoming more expert in playing and appraising a 

wide range of musical styles. 

https://brambleside.northants.sch.uk/curriculum-pages/planning
https://brambleside.northants.sch.uk/curriculum-pages/planning
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Our Music curriculum has been purposefully built around the principles of evidence-led 

practice. This is to ensure that there is a focus on high-quality development of children as 

musicians. The curriculum is carefully designed to build pupils’ musical knowledge and develop 

their competency and confidence as musicians. Each block includes the study of significant 

musicians and musical works, with the intention of exposing pupils to a wide range of music 

that will inspire them and connect them to the world around them.  

Core areas of study include singing, listening and appraising, composing and improvising and 

instrumental performance. These are built cumulatively throughout the curriculum to ensure 

that all pupils develop their engagement with, and knowledge of, music over time. This 

includes a focus on learning to play a range of instruments confidently. Our curriculum aims to 

build a strong and rich musical culture in schools, in which pupils can thrive.  

Our Music lessons have a strong emphasis on the language that pupils need to explore their 

own musicality. This is carefully and deliberately planned so that pupils revisit and embed this 

knowledge over time. Clear structures and learning routines underpin our curriculum which 

allows pupils to direct their cognitive attention to the core content in each block.  

Part B: Co-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, 

ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum. 

Northamptonshire Music and Performing Arts Service offer brass, cello, guitar, clarinet, flute 

and keyboard tuition in the 2024/25 academic year. Lessons take place weekly, at a cost of £70 

per teaching period (payable in advance) i.e. £210.00 per year. The instrument is loaned for 

the first year, with the exception of guitar and keyboard. These lessons are being offered to 

children currently in Years 2, 3, 4 & 5. 

 

Children are allowed to practise their instrument in school in our Music studio. Some lessons 

also take place in another teaching space called the Cook Suite. 

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, 

concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage One children take part in a winter concert, which 

includes a retelling of the Christmas story, singing Christmas carols and other Christmas songs. 

Rehearsals take place in class and in the hall and a dress rehearsal is performed to Key Stage 

Two children. Residents of a local care home are also invited to a second dress rehearsal at 
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school as a way of linking to our local community. Children then do their final performance off-

site (usually the Salvation Army hall) to their families. There is no cost associated with this 

experience. 

 

Year 4 children have the opportunity to take part in the Young Voices concert, which is a 

platform to inspire teamwork, artistic expression and a lifelong love for music. With 

unforgettable performances in prestigious arenas, Young Voices offers children a chance to 

shine, creating lifelong memories and fostering a sense of community. Children practise their 

songs in lessons then attend the concert to perform in an arena. Parent helpers are invited to 

give them the opportunity to celebrate the children’s success. Parents are charged a fee for 

the coach and have the option to buy related merchandise if they choose.  

 

Year 6 children produce a musical show at the end of the academic year. They rehearse in their 

classrooms and in the hall. They share some songs with Key Stage One in an assembly and they 

do a dress rehearsal to Key Stage Two before their final performance at a local theatre. 

Parents are charged a fee for their tickets directly to the theatre, which covers the cost of the 

theatre rental. 

 

There is also the opportunity for classes to take part in a music festival organised by CUSP 

every year. This is a live collaborative performance to celebrate the amazing work that has 

been achieved across the partnership. Children attend a virtual launch assembly at the 

beginning of the week and closing assembly at the end of the week. Throughout the festival, 

classes can access recorded music workshops and explore a virtual showcase. 

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

In the future, our school plans to continue to foster a love of music and musicality, celebrating 

the heritage of music and musical artists. We plan to take part in future concerts (such as 

Young Voices) and will be updating the winter concert to include more references to how 

other cultures celebrate winter and Christmas. 

 

This year the school is subsidising the cost of NMPAT lessons to help families, although a slight 

increase has been necessary this year. 
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